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briefs
First Annual
Alumni Reunion
And Law Forum
May 29 To 31
May 29, 30, and 31 are the dates
selected for the first annual U-M Law
Alumni Reunion and Law Forum.
This completely new event will be
sponsored by The Lawyers Club, and
the planners are promising a weekend
that will be, as the name suggests,
"both an exciting and valuable
learning experience and a warm and
rewarding social event," according to
Prof. Roy Proffitt, director of Law
School relations.
"Returning alumni will have the
opportunity to socialize with their
friends, former classmates, and the
faculty, and to attend a series of
informal lectures and discussions by
faculty, alumni, and distinguished
outside speakers on national issues
relating to the law," says Proffitt.
Proffitt emphasizes that the
program is being planned as a reunion
for all classes, and that the entire body
of 12,500 alumni and their families are
invited.
"However, in this and in
subsequent years, class leaders and
those who have been involved with
previous reunions for the several
classes having a five-year anniversary
of their graduation will be invited to
use the annual reunion as the occasion
for their individual class reunions.
Law School and Michigan Alumni
Association personnel will be
available to assist those classes in
arranging any separate receptions,
dinners, dances, or other events that
are desired," according to Proffitt.
Because this will be the first annual
program of this type, final decisions
about some details must wait until the
planning committee has some idea of
the turnout that can be expected. To
help the committee, alumni are asked
to indicate their interest in attending
the reunion on the card inserted in
this issue of "Law Quad Notes" and to
return it to the Law School.
Among events tentatively planned:
On Thursday, May 29, an informal
open house for alumni and faculty
will be held in the Lawyers Club

lounge, where participants can
socialize, have cocktails, and make
plans for dinner or shopping; on
Friday, May 30, there will be daytime
forums featuring faculty and alumni
speakers, and a group luncheon with a
keynote speaker; on the evening of
May 30 a number of separate class
dinners will be held, as well as a
dinner party for those not attending
separate class functions; on Saturday
morning, May 31, U-M Law Dean
Terrance Sandalow will preside at a
forum dealing with changes in the
legal profession. This will be followed
by a final luncheon in the Quad or the
dining room of the Lawyers Club.
"The planning committee is
confident that the content and scope
of the forums will clearly qualify for
tax deductibility for the attorneys who
attend," says Proffitt.
Golf, tennis, the several University
museums, and other U-M facilities
will be available to alumni. Families
with children who are considering
attending the U-M are encouraged to
bring them . Representatives of the
University Admissions Office will be
available. Proffitt notes, too, that "the
end of May is a beautiful time of the
year in Ann Arbor." Accommodations
are being reserved at area hotels.
Additional details. such as speakers
and their subjects, the cost of meals,
information about room reservations,
etc., will be announced as soon as
possible, says Proffitt.

"The Lawyers Club"
Is Name Of New
Alumni Body
The University of Michigan
Lawyers Club, since 1924 the oncampus residence for thousands of
U-M law students, has taken on an
added significance: it is the name
chosen for a newly activated U-M law
alumni body.
The Lawyers Club has now become
an "affiliated group" with the
University's main alumni body, the
Michigan Alumni Association, notes
Roy Proffitt, director of Law School
relations. This is in keeping with
policies of the Michigan Alumni
Association, which in recent years has
promoted the formation of separate
school and college associations.
Explaining why the name "Th~
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Lawvers Club" was chosen, Proffitt
says.that "during the early 1960's, in
order to make sure that the students
who did not live in the Lawyers Club
would feel welcome at all of the
activities that took place there, the
organization of The Lawyers Club was
changed so that every student in the
school became a member, and upon
graduation became a life member.
"At the same time, every alumnus
was notified that he or she henceforth
and forever more was a lifetime
member of The Lawyers Club.
"When we started thinking of
affiliating with the Michigan Alumni
Association," says Proffitt, "we did at
least have an existing organization to
which every alumnus belonged,
whether or not he or she knew it, and
we had an organization with an
established officer structure . And, of
course, naming the organization 'The
Lawyers Club' highlights a Law School
facility familiar to all alumni."
In the past the principal
responsibility of the board of
governors of The Lawyers Clubwhich includes alumni, students, and
faculty-has been supervision of the
financial management of the club and
other matters relating to student
housing. But now, says Proffitt, "new
and different undertakings are
anticipated."
The board, through its president,
Frank Jackson, '73, of Detroit, has
announced that it would welcome
"ideas, suggestions, and an indication
of a willingness to be involved" from
alumni. Letters may be sent to Jackson
in care of the Law School, Hutchins
Hall, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109.
As an " affiliated group," The
Lawyers Club is entitled to have one
of its alumni serve as a director on the
board of directors of the Michigan
Alumni Association. Paul Campbell,
'54, of Cleveland, served briefly as the
club's first director nominee, but
because of other commitments
resigned. Starting in October, 1979,
Prof. Roy Proffitt (J.D. '48, LL.M. '56)
serves a three-year term as director.

Yale Kamisar
Named To
Henry King Ransom
Professorship
Andrew Watson
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Yale Kamisar, widely known
constitutional and criminal law
professor at U-M Law School, has

been appointed to the school's Henry
King Ransom Professorship of Law.
The appointment, beginning Sept. 1,
was approved by U-M Regents in the
spring. The newly established
professorship carries an annual
stipend and is supported by an
endowment created by Henry K.
Ransom, U-M professor emeritus of
surgery.
"Prof. Kamisar is one of the nation's
leading authorities in the fields of
constitutional law and criminal
procedure," said U-M law Dean
Terrance Sandalow. "He has written
important articles on search and
seizure, wiretapping and electronic
eavesdropping, and the right to
counsel. His special interest, however,
has been police interrogation and
confessions, and he is widely
regarded as the nation's pre-eminent
authority on the subject."
Dean Sandalow noted that Kamisar
"has also contributed significantly to
the on-going public and scholarly
debate about euthanasia (mercy
killing). His definitive article on the
subject, written more than 20 years
ago, has become a classic. In the past
three years alone, it has been
reprinted in five different anthologies
on death and dying, social ethics, and
bioethics."
In 1977, Time magazine named
Kamisar one of the nation's ten
outstanding "mid-career" law
professors who "shape the future."
Recently, the John Jay College of
Criminal Justice (CUNY) and the
University of Puget Sound awarded
him the honorary degrees of doctor of
laws in recognition of his significant
contributions to constitutional
criminal procedure.
A member of the U-M law faculty
since 1965, Kamisar is co-author of
leading casebooks on constitutional
law and criminal procedure. His
newest work, Police Interrogation and
Confessions : Essays in Law and
Policy, which includes a selection of
his writings on the subject since the
early 1960's, is scheduled to be
published next June by the University
of Michigan Press.
From 1965 to 1974, Kamisar was an
adviser to the American Law
Institute's Model Code of PreArraignment Procedure Project. From
1971-73 he was co-reporter for the
Uniform Rules of Criminal Procedure
Project of the National Conference of
Commissioners on Uniform State
Laws.
He has also served as an adviser to
the National Commission on the
Causes and Prevention of Violence
and as a consultant to the National
Advisory Commission on Civil
Disorders.
A graduate of New York University

and Columbia University Law School,
Kamisar served on the University of
Minnesota law faculty for six years
hefore coming to Michigan.

Dr. Watson Stresses
Ethics, Emotions
In Lecture Series
The doctor who possesses an oldfashioned "bedside manner" is a rare
commodity today.
Equally rare are lawyers who deal
with the emotional well-being of their
clients, in addition to the cold,
objective facts of a case .
So says a University of Michigan
psychiatrist who points to deficiencies
in education and professional group
attitudes which fail to emphasize the
humane, ethical, and interpersonal
aspects of the law and medical
professions.
"Both doctors and lawyers have
great conflict about looking at
information relating to emotions,"
says Or. Andrew Watson, a practicing
psychiatrist who holds professorships
at both the U-M medical and law
schools.
Thus, he says, it has been difficult to
initiate programs at law and medical
schools in which serious consideration
is given to psychological aspects of
professional ethics, or to create
support for performance standards
which provide feedback to
professionals.
Or. Watson discussed these
questions in delivering the 1979 Isaac
Ray Lectures at the University of
California, Berkeley. He is recipient
of the American Psychiatric
Association's Isaac Ray Award which
is given for "outstanding contributions
to better understanding between
psychiatry and law."
The U-M psychiatrist is involved in
a program at U-M Law School in
which mental health professionals
teach law students, helping them
focus on ethical and other
professional problems which are
likely to arise in their legal careers.
Noting the absence of peer
"feedback" within the law and
medical professions, Dr. Watson
observes that even though
performance standards and ethical
values "are internalized over the long
run of a person's professional career,
they need to be constantly reinforced .
"Failure to do so risks the possibility
of a person falling back to the less

complex, more instantly satisfying
activities of self interest and
pleasure."
Dr. Watson says that in both
professions, there are major loopholes
in grievance procedures, largely due
to the resistance of colleagues to
report unprofessional behavior.
"The working assumption of ethics
or grievance committees is that
complaints will be filed by either the
aggrieved or by fellow professionals.
It is my impression that most of the
complaints are filed by dissatisfied
consumers. Unprofessional behavior
must reach a very high level before it
will be reported by colleagues.
"Both these sources of reporting are
psychologically demanding upon the
person who would file, and probably
many people also begin with a
presumption that the grievance
committee will be defensively
resistant toward them."
Dr. Watson suggests that a challenge
for the professions is " to find a way to
positively reinforce the reporting
behavior .. .. Such persons must know
the group not only approves of their
behavior but actively solicits it."
Within professional schools,
professors are reluctant to tackle
questions of professional ethics, and
courses on the subject are often not
given serious attention by faculty, says
Dr. Watson.
"I have long argued that failure to
deal with these kinds of ethical
conflicts when they arise in the
classroom is to give the tacit message
that the instructor does not think them
important.
"Students are intensely concerned
about these conflicts, especially in
their early years of training. They
know at least intuitively that such
conflicts will be very difficult to deal
with in practice and they wish almost
desperately for guidance. They
become anxious when these situations
are encountered and if they do not
learn to cope with them cognitively,
their defensive resolution may well
take the form of callous indifference."
Dr. Watson cites a number of trends
in the legal and medical professionssuch as increased specialization,
advertising, and the practice of
"defensive medicine"-reflecting a
growing distance between the
practitioner and the public, and
contributing to a feeling of alienation
on the part of many clients and
patients.
For example , although
"professional corporations" are
supposedly established as a means of
tax sheltering, Dr. Watson observes:
"It is tempting to speculate that
other factors may foster this trend to
identify profession as business, such
as feeling at risk much of the time, and

losing the kinds of emotional
satisfactions which traditionally
flowed from being a doctor or a
lawyer."
Dr. Watson says that, in his view,
efforts should be made by the
professions themselves to repay
consumers in the case of malpractice
or negligence.
"One way that a profession can
demonstrate its intention to safeguard
its consumers is by establishing a fund
to reimburse those who have suffered
loss through malpractice or
incompetence. Thus, the professional
group indemnifies itself as a matter of
group responsibility.
"This action says to the consumer
population that, 'We care enough
about you to see to it that your losses
are compensated, and will take the
initiative ourselves.' "

Harry Edwards
Chairs Board
Of Amtrak
U-M law Prof. Harry T. Edwards
has been elected chairman of the
board of Amtrak, the National
Railroad Passenger Corp.
The appointment, announced in
April, is for a term continuing through
July, 1980. While assuming the post,
Edwards will continue his teaching
duties at U-M Law School.
Edwards succeeds Amtrak
chairman Donald P. Jacobs, dean of
the Graduate School of Management
at Northwestern University.
Since 1977 Edwards has served as
one of seven members of Amtrak's
board of directors who are appointed
by the President. A total of thirteen
serve on the board.
A member of the U-M law faculty
since 1970, Edwards is a specialist in
labor law with long experience in
arbitration cases.
He has served as vice president of
the National Academy of Arbitrators
and as a member of the board of
directors of the American Arbitration
Association.
Edwards' books include The Lawyer
as Negotiator and Labor Relations in
the Public Sector.
Edwards graduated from Cornell
University in 1962 and received his
law degree from Michigan in 1965. He

recently received Cornell's eighth
annual Judge William B. Groat Alumni
Award honoring his work as "teacher,
lawyer, writer and labor arbitrator."
He worked for five years with the
Chicago law firm of Seyfarth, Shaw,
Fairweather & Geraldson before
joining the Michigan law faculty .

''Three-Case book''
Barrier Broken

Harry T. Edwards

Douglas A. Kahn
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A very few law professorsprobably fewer than a dozen-have
authored or co-authored three
different casebooks.
Since 1978, U-M law Prof. Harry
Edwards has been a member of this
elite "three-casebook club" (along
with U-M Profs. Olin Browder,
Lawrence Waggoner, and James
White).
In the fall of 1979, Edwards broke
the "three-casebook" barrier by
publishing a fourth work: Higher
Education and the Law (with Prof.
Virginia Davis Nordin of the
University of Wisconsin) .
So far as is known, Edwards is the
only law professor in the nation with
four casebooks to his credit.
According to the preface, the new
Edwards-Nordin book, published by
Harvard's Institute for Educational
Management, "is really about 'the
law' as it affects the higher education
community" and is designed to be
useful to both students and
practitioners. The book is divided into
four parts: "The University and
College as a Legal Entity"; "Faculty
Rights"; "Student Rights"; and
"Federal Regulation of Higher
Education."
Edwards' other books are Collective
Bargaining and Labor Arbitration,
1978 (with Leroy Merrifield and
Donald Rothschild, both professors at
the George Washington University
National Law Center); Labor
Relations Law in the Public Sector,
1974 (with U-M Prof. Emeritus Russell
Smith and R. Theodore Clark, Jr. of
the Chicago bar, a leading labor law
practitioner); and The Lawyer as a
Negotiator, 1977 (with U-M law Prof.
James White).

Douglas Kahn
Co-Authors
Taxation Text
Corporate Taxation and Taxation of
Partnerships and Partners, a newly
published casebook by University of
Michigan Prof. Douglas A. Kahn and
Prof. Pamela B. Gann of Duke
University School of Law. reflects a
different pedagogical approach than
that of other casebooks in the field .
The authors believe that "corporate
taxation is best taught by requiring the
student to apply relevant code and
regulatory provisions to a given set of
circumstances. Before requiring the
student to perform that task, however,
the student needs an overview of the
structure of the tax provisions that
bear on the problems in question. This
need is especially great in the
corporate taxation area where it is
rarely feasible to examine only one
code section at a time. Rather, it is
necessary to consider a number of
interrelated code provisions at the
same time ."
The authors have divided the
corporate tax area into discreet
subtopics. For each subtopic, the
authors provide an extensive textual
discussion , with extensive citations,
and they have reproduced many
edited cases and rulings . To lessen the
burden on the students, the authors
have provided their own brief
statement of the facts for many of the
reproduced cases, thereby eliminating
much surplus verbiage from the
students' assignment. The authors say
that the "time and energy saved by the
avoidance of reading long-winded
sta ~ements of fact can be put to better
use in a more intensive study of the
statutory and regulatory language."
The Kahn-Gann book is not limited
to the technical operation of the
corporate tax law provisions. Many of
the questions concern legal process
and tax policy issues. Moreover, in
many of the problems the student is
required to plan transactions so as to
achieve specified goals.
One chapter of the book is devoted
to a discussion of economic and tax
policies concerning such questions as
whether corporate and personal
income taxes should be integrated so
as to eliminate (or minimize) the
double tax incidence that is currently
imposed. The final chapter of the
book, comprising some 180 pages,
deals with the taxation of partnerships
and partners.

Allan Stillwagon
Is Named
Admissions Officer
Allan Stillwagon, who has been
assistant to the director of the Honors
Program at the U-M College of
Literature, Science, and the Arts since
1972, has been appointed assistant
dean and admissions officer at the
U-M Law School.
"At the Law School, Mr. Stillwagon
will be responsible for all aspects of
the admissions operation," said U-M
law Dean Terrance Sandalow.
"With the guidance of a faculty
committee, he will select the incoming
classes; he will supervise research
into our admissions practices and will
generally supervise the operations of
the admissions office. In addition, he
will have contact with admissions
counselors on other campuses and
visit those campuses in order to
represent the Law School."
Stillwagon graduated with honors
from the U-M in 1959. After receiving
an M.A. with honors from Columbia
University in 1961, he attended
Michigan Law School in 1963-65 and
has been a Ph.D. candidate in the
U-M's Rackham Graduate School.
Stillwagon succeeds Roger
Martindale who served as assistant
dean and admissions officer since
1975. Martindale, a lawyer, recently
accepted the post of assistant counsel
at a life insurance company in
Denver, Colo.

Westen Warns
Of Medical
Mistreatment In Prison
Imprisonment itself is often not the
only form of punishment received by
criminals.
"As a lawyer," notes U-M law Prof.
Peter Westen, "I frequently see cases
involving allegations of medical
mistreatment in prison.
"Prisoners claim that they were
denied pain killers on purpose
because a prison official wanted them
to suffer. Or that a prison physician
amputated a limb unnecessarily-or
refused to amputate a limb that was
gangrenous. Or that a prison physician
waited two hours before operating so
that the patient would suffer a while."
Withholding of medical treatment in
these circumstances may not be a
product of sadism by prison
physicians, but rather a product of the
way society- including prison

officials- view prisoners, observes
Westen.
"Along with other prison officials,
prison physicians may come to have
low regard for a prisoner's humanity
because the physician recognizes that
the prisoner, by definition, is someone
deserving of punishment," says the
U-M constitutional law scholar.
One of the significant ethical
questions facing prison officials,
according to Westen, is whether the
officials should intervene and force
needed medical treatment on a
prisoner who chooses to die .
Westen examined this question in a
paper dealing with the following
hypothetical situation: A woman
prison inmate suffering from
potentially fatal blood pressure
refuses to allow the prison physician
to administer life saving medical
treatment. Should the physician
intervene and force treatment?
This is an area not clearly covered
by law, according to Westen, because
existing laws often are not applied in
the prison context.
"There are laws, both civil and
criminal, that purport to regulate the
responsibility of prison physicians for
the life and health of inmates under
their care. There are criminal laws,
for example, against aiding persons to
commit suicide and against punishing
inmates by misusing (and
withholding) medical treatment , and
civil laws requiring physicians to take
reasonable steps and precautions in
ministering to the medical needs of
inmates.
"But the brute fact," says Westen,
"is that prosecutors rarely enforce
these laws against prison physicians,
and civil juries rarely impose civil
liability."
Arguing in favor of intervention by
the physician in the hypothetical case,
Westen contends that inmates, placed
in a childlike, dependent role in
prisons, may not be ready to take
"responsibility for life and death
decisions."
"I am prepared to assume," he says,
that "if the woman in this hypothetical
case were not in prison, the physician
would have no obligation to intervene
and force life-saving treatment on her,
and would not be obliged to seek a
court order authorizing him to save
her life."
But incarceration presents a new
dimension on the matter, says Westen:
"Prisoners are persons who have
been stripped of even the most
elemental autonomy. They are not
allowed to keep simple aspirin in their
cell. If they want aspirin, they must
seek it from a prison official; if the
official decides to give it to them, they
must swallow it in the official's

Allan Stillwagon

Pete r Westen

5

The Law School's "moot court" room moved out of the "moot" status recently as an LEAA
grant helped the 22nd judicial Circuit move in- for real.

presence to ensure that they are not
selling or misusing it. They are not
allowed to keep thermometers in their
cells because it is feared that they
might use them as weapons.
"In short, we treat prisoners as we
once treated slaves, and as we now
treat children. We control everything
they do- when they eat, what they
eat, when they sleep, when the lights
go on, what they see, what they read.
"Having denied this woman the
autonomy to decide for herself
whether to take aspirin, the prison
cannot easily explain her present
condition by saying she is free to do
whatever she wishes with respect to
life-saving treatment."
Medical intervention also seems
justified, says Westen, in view of the
possibility that prison conditions may
have contributed to the woman's
mental state prior to her refusing
medical treatment.
"I am prepared to assume that she,
alone, is responsible for her criminal
conduct and for the necessary
consequences of her criminal
sentence, including any depression
resulting from close confinement.
"But it is also possible that her state
of depression is unnecessary and is
caused by conditions for which society
is responsible-such as improper diet,
overcrowding, absence of opportunity
for physical exercise, inadequate
visiting privileges, lack of minimum
levels of privacy, lack of medical staff,
or lack of psychiatric care.
" If society is partly responsible for
causing her predicament, it is also
partly responsible for solving it."
Westen's paper was for a discussion
on "Ethics, Humanism, and
Medicine" presented by the U-M
Sch!j>ol of Public Health.

Moot Courtroom
Loses Its "Moot" Status
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One of the first jury trials conducted
on the premises of a law school took
place recently when visiting judge
Roy J. Daniel of Berkley, Mich.,
presided over a breach of contract
case at the University of Michigan
Law School.
The trial, involving charges of
breach of contract by two auto
dealerships, took place in the Law
School's "moot court" room on the
second floor of Hutchins Hall-but the
proceedings were far from "moot."
Since November, 1978, the Law
School's moot court room officially
has become an arm of the local circuit

court system, as part of a program
involving a $280,000 grant from the
federal Law Enforcement Assistance
Administration (LEAA) to the state's
22nd Judicial Circuit in Washtenaw
County.
The cooperative venture is designed
to find a solution to the backlog of
cases which has plagued the court
system. Under the LEAA grant, the
local judicial circuit can request
visiting judges to try civil and criminal
cases considered backlogged. Civil
cases heard under the program are up
to a year old, while criminal cases are
considered backlogged after only 90
days.
Washtenaw Circuit Court
administrator Terry T. Deinlein, who
heads the new "crash" court delay
elimination program, says the
program requires the court to find
extra space beyond the five
courtrooms in the County Building. So
far the circuit court had made use of
the three district courtrooms in City
Hall, the jury assembly room in the
County Building, the district
courtrooms outside Ann Arbor, in
addition to the moot court at the Law
School.
Because lockup areas and other
facilities are not available at the Law
School, the moot courtroom has been
used only in civil cases.
Under the LEAA grant, $1,000 has
been made available for refurbishing
the school's moot courtroom,
including such things as reupholstering chairs, refinishing
tables, and purchasing a new lectern
for use by lawyers and an easel for
visual displays.
Use of the courtroom is provided
free of charge to the circuit court in
exchange for the opportunity for law
students to view the cases, which
could be of educational value, notes
Associate Dean James J. White of the
Law School.
After one recent case, for example,
visiting Judge Harry P. Newblatt of
Flint provided a critique of the
proceedings for the benefit of the
students.
"Some of the visiting judges are
very eager for the opportunity to try a
case at the Law School," says court
administrator Deinlein. "This is
particularly true among judges who
are graduates of the Law School. It
offers them a chance to return to their
alma mater and to interact with
students in a quasi-teaching capacity."
The cases in the moot courtroom are
not the first opportunity for law
students to view court proceedings.
Since the early 1960's, a closed circuit
television hookup at the Law School
allowed students to watch cases being
held at the County Building. But
unavailabilitv of court dockets,
unscheduled.adjournments, and other

problems led to waning student
interest, says Associate Dean White.
By contrast, in the present program,
the circuit court alerts the Law School
whenever a case is to be heard in the
moot courtroom.
White says he hopes use of the moot
courtroom as an adjunct circuit court
will continue in the future, provided
that judges find the facility suitable
and the shortage of automobile
parking for jurors and other logistical
problems do not present major
obstacles.
Washtenaw County's program to
reduce the case backlog appears to be
working well, says Deinlein. For
example, since June 1977, when the
program was put into effect for
criminal cases, 1,044 out of 1,061
pending criminal cases have now
been closed.
The new program was begun largely
through the efforts of Washtenaw
Chief Circuit Judge William F. Ager,
Jr. The steering committee for the
program includes many people from
the local community, including
Associate Dean White of the Law
School; Glynn Barnett, president of
the Washtenaw County Bar
Association; Herbert Spendlove,
editor of the Ann Arbor News ; Joe
Matasich, editor of the Ypsilanti
Press; the Rev . S. L. Roberson of the
Metropolitan Memorial Baptist
Church in Ypsilanti; Richard
Walterhouse, chairman of the County
Board of Commissioners; and Arthur
Chettle, Michigan Supreme Court
regional administrator in Flint.
Others who had been active were
Meri Lou Murray, former
chairwoman of the Washtenaw
County Board of Commissioners;
Melinda Morris, former president of
the Washtenaw County Bar
Association; and U-M law Prof.
Theodore J. St. Antoine, former Law
School dean.
Washtenaw County was one of four
original recipients of the LEAA grants
throughout the country. The other
three areas were Middlesex County,
Mass., Las Vegas, Nev., and Detroit.
In addition, similar programs are
now underway in Seattle, Wash.,
Washington, D.C., the Gulfport area of
Mississippi, and Dupage County, Ill.

Robert A. Choate

Choate Retires
After 20 Years
After 20 years of classes on patent
law, Visiting Lecturer Robert A.
Choate retired from active teaching
this past spring and has assumed the
title of lecturer emeritus of patent
law.
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Henrietta Slote

A patent attorney in Detroit for
more than 40 vears, Choate said he
would contin~e his full-time private
practice with the firm of Barnes,
Kisselle, Raisch and Choate . In
addition, Choate said he plans to
complete a supplement to his 1973
casebook on patent law.
"I just decided that 20 years was
enough," Choate commented, noting
that he stepped down to allow "a
younger person to carry on." He
added, "I was still having good classes
and enjoying it."
Teaching has been rewarding,
according to Choate . "The most
pleasure is in seeing people get
interested in patent law and take it up
as a career. Quite a few of my students
are in active practice," he remarked.
Accepting the emeritus position will
allow Choate to have "a continuing
status" at the Law School, enabling
him to offer guest lectures, he said.
Choate graduated from U-M and
U-M Law School in 1936 with joint
B.S.E. (engineering] and J.D. degrees.
He entered full-time private practice
in Detroit that same year and added
Law School teaching duties in 1960,
when the late Arthur M. Smith
accepted a judgeship at the Court of
Customs and Patent Appeals.
U-M Law School has offered a
patent law course on a regular basis
since 1890, and the school will
continue in winter 'term, 1980. U-M
Law School alumnus Vincent Barker,
himself a former student of Choate's,
will be the instructor. Barker has
previously taught patent law at the
University of Toledo.
-Mark Simonian

Philip Soper

Henrietta Slote
In Administrative
Manager's Post

Lee C. Bollinger
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Henrietta Slate is serving in the new
post of administrative manager and
assistant to the dean at the Law
School, in charge of the physical plant
and all non-instructional personnel.
She had served as editor in the
Division of Research of the U-M
School of Business Administration for
11 years before assuming the Law
School post.

Among new projects under Slate's
direction are refurbishing the student
lounge in Hutchins Hall, improvement
of the moot court room funded as part
of a grant from the Law Enforcement
Assistance Administration [LEAAJ,
and the eventual establishment of
expanded audio-visual instructional
facilities at the Law School. She is also
involved in planning for a new faculty
lounge in existing Law School
buildings pending completion of the
new library addition.
The LEAA grant was recently made
to the state's 22nd judicial circuit in
Washtenaw County, which is using the
Law School's second-floor moot court
room as an adjunct courtroom for civil
cases in an attempt to reduce the
court's backlog of cases. Some $1,000
in grant money was allocated for
refurbishing the moot court room,
notes Slate.
A 1951 summa cum laude graduate
of Mt. Holyoke College, Slate received
a master's degree in English from the
U-M in 1952 and studied comparative
literature in France under a Fulbright
scholarship .

Philip Soper Serves On
Air Quality Committee
Philip Soper, a U-M law professor,
has been appointed to a national
committee that is to identify and study
major issues in achieving objectives of
the federal Clean Air Act
amepdments of 1977.
Soper was appointed to the
Committee on Prevention of
Significant Deterioration of Air
Quality which will conduct the study
under sponsorship of the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.
Their report is expected to be
completed and sent to Congress in the
summer of 1980.
A member of the U-M law faculty
since 1973, Soper previously served as
staff attorney with the U.S. Council on
Environmental Quality and as law
clerk to U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Byron R. White. He received the B.A.,
M.A., and Ph.D. degrees from
Washington University in St. Louis,
and a law degree from Harvard
University.

Bollinger Gets
Rockefeller Grant
Michigan law Prof. Lee C. Bollinger
is the recipient of a Rockefeller
Foundation Fellowship in the
Humanities for the study of the
concept of free speech in the U.S .
Bollinger will research the topic
during a sabbatical leave from the
U-M during 1980. He says he intends
to produce a manuscript analyzing the
rationale of constitutional free speech
rights.
Bollinger was one of forty-one
winners announced by the
Rockefeller Foundation. A member of
the U-M facultv since 1973, he
specializes in the areas of first
amendment rights and constitutional,
contracts, and corporation law.
A graduate of the University of
Oregon and Columbia University Law
School, he was law clerk for Chief
Justice Warren E. Burger of the U.S.
Supreme Court and Judge Wilfred
Feinberg of the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Second Circuit in New York
City prior to joining the Michigan
faculty.

Law Alumni Scholars
Hold International
Positions
Three University of Michigan Law
School alumni hold important
positions in international bodies
charged with the enforcement of basic
human rights.
Prof. Dr. Jochem Frowein, LL.M. '58,
former dean of the University of
Bielefeld, German Federal Republic,
is a member of the European
Commission on Human Rights in
Strasbourg, France. Dr. Hans
Christian Kruger, J.D. '59, is the
secretary of the same commission in
charge of a multinational staff of 16
attorneys . Charles Daniel Moyer,
LL.B. '63, is deputy head of the
Secretariat of the Inter-American
Human Rights Commission in
Washington, D.C.
As a result of a recent change of
leadership in the Max-Planck-Institut
for Foreign and Private International
Law in Hamburg, Germany, three
scholars closely connected with U-M
Law School became co-directors of
this leading German research center:
Dr. Ulrich Drobnig, research scholar
at the Law School in 1955-1956; Prof.
Dr. Hein D. Kotz, M.C.L. '63; and Prof.
Dr. E. J. Mestmiicker, who has taught
several times at Michigan and most

recently has participated in the
American-European study on the
judicial role in economic integration.
During his stay at Michigan, Dr.
Drobnig prepared a second edition of
two volumes of the Rahel's classic
treatise on The Conflict of Laws : A
Comparative Study.

"Law Revue" Skits
Pack The House
Playing to a standing-room-only
Lawyers Club lounge crowd in early
spring, the second annual Law School
talent show, affectionately known as
the "Law Revue," scored raves from
the audience and critics alike.
The review thoroughly entertained
the boisterous, but appreciative
student-faculty group with a wide
range of musical and comedy
presentations.
Included in the show were acoustic
guitarists, a capella singers, comedy
readings and monologues, solo
vocalists, a four-hand piano duet,
blues and country-western groups, an
animated film, and even a
choreographed disco entourage.
In an extemporaneous
performance, Prof. Beverly Pooley
sang a raucous vocal ode in honor of
Prof. L. Hart Wright, entitled "Bad,
Bad L. Hart Wright" (sung to the tune
of "Bad, Bad Leroy Brown").
Musical director Gordon Klein
(class of 1979) led the "Learned Band"
of jazz musicians who provided
accompaniment, instrumental breaks,
and sing-alongs.
The tuxedoed master of ceremonies,
Steve Selbst (class of 1980), provided
amusing introductions for the acts and
bore up well under the crowd's
jocular ridicule.
"It's nice to get recognized for
something other than your academic
achievement and have so much fun in
the process, " commented the review's
producer and director, Barbara
Watkins (class of 1980).
Funded by the Law School Student
Senate social committee, the show
took about four months to organize
and one month to rehearse .
"We knew there were a number of
people running around, people who
had studied piano for years or who
had performed professionally, who
were going unrecognized and
unappreciated ," Watkins said of the
show's origins.-Mark Simonian
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